
 

 

MINUTES: Hammonton Green Committee 

Regular Monthly Meeting  

June 4, 2012 

Hammonton Town Hall 

 

• Attendees: 

  GC Members: Susan Coan, Kerri Patton, Rebecca French-Mesch, Dan Bachalis 

  Friends of the Green Committee: Marian Natale, Suzanne Reese-Horvitz 

  Other Guests: None 

 

1. Approval of May 2012 minutes – May’s minutes are posted on the HGC website 

 

2. Old Business/Project reports: 

a. Green Business Tour: May tour – NJM: Dan reported that Kerri Patton, Barbara Neary, and 

he participated in the May 24 tour of NJM’s southern headquarters on Route 54, from 8 

a.m. until about 10 a.m. Our host, Frank Galloway, Director of Building Services, gave us a 

comprehensive tour, including NJM Bank, where we met with the Bank’s manager, 

Francesca Padilla, and discussed their organization’s work philosophy. Dan will write up 

details of the tour for Sara to post on the HGC website. 

b. Green Living Series workshops – The May 12 session on the Community Wildlife Habitat 

program was attended by one member of the Green Bank community, no 

Hammontonians. We agreed that more advance advertisement might prove beneficial.  

We also agreed to run a Habitat presentation again at the October 13 session. We also 

agreed that we would devote the November 10 session to discussion of the potential for 

banning plastic bags in Hammonton, perhaps in formal debate format. 

c. Eye-Opening Film and Lecture Series – The May 17 presentation of “Bag It” was attended 

by about a dozen people. Third Thursday appears to attract more people to the main 

section of Hammonton’s downtown rather than the surrounding venues, and we will 

discuss rescheduling October’s screening to another, hopefully more fortuitous date. 

d. Green Day 2012: the bulk of the meeting’s discussion focused on deciding who would take 

on which responsibilities for Green Day action steps, as presented in the Committee’s 

“Action Plan and Responsibilities” grid, previously circulated to all members and Friends. 

Dan will update the grid according to the discussion, and re-circulate to all parties. 

Continuing comments on the grid, and especially acceptance of responsibility for some of 

the tasks, continues to be vital. 

 

3. New Business 

a. Dan reminded attendees that the next Egg Harbor Road Clean-up is scheduled for 

Saturday, June 16, 10 A.M. till Noon. We should meet in the far end of the St. Martin de 

Porres Church parking lot, near the Library. 



 

 

b. Expanding participation: Dan urged all members and Friends to bring at least one new 

person to the July meeting (and, for that matter, to every meeting going forward). We 

need to reach out to the community to ensure that we can accomplish our goals, and we 

cannot do that with the limited amount of people power we currently have. 

c. Sue Coan will contact Shop-Rite to arrange for a “Drop That Bag” green challenge sign-up 

day, including the possibility of half-price or free coupons for a reusable Shop-Rite 

shopping bag for all people who sign on to the challenge. 

d. Becky asked if anyone would be interested in writing pieces for a publication called “The 

Wire”. She will bring a copy of the publication to the next meeting. 

e. Becky suggested we offer something called a “Doggie Dooley” as a raffle item, perhaps at 

Green Day. This is a sort of pet “septic tank”. She will bring product details to the next 

meeting. 

f. Becky suggested we work to install some sort of vegetated buffer on the old Kessler 

Hospital property, as a demonstration project for other lakeside owners. Since this is 

private property, and the Committee has absolutely no authority over how the owners 

use it, Becky will draw up a plan to engage Kessler and other property owners in this 

endeavor, and report at the July meeting. 

 

4. Upcoming Events 

Dan reminded Members and Friends about, and encouraged them to participate in, the 

following upcoming events. The more we make our presence positively felt around the 

community, the easier it will be to achieve our goals of a truly sustainable Hammonton. We 

should make every effort to attend personally, and to bring at least one additional person, 

where appropriate: 

a. Tuesday, June 5: ANJEC webinar on Water Resources, 7 P.M., Town Hall conference room 

b. Wednesday, June 6: Clean Communities award dinner 

c. Saturday, June 9: Green Living Series on Water Conservation 

d. Tuesday,  June 12: Hammonton Lake Water Quality Advisory Committee, 7:30 P.M., Town 

Council Chambers 

e. Wednesday, June 13: Hammonton Environmental Commission, 7:30 P.M., Town Council 

Chambers 

f. Saturday, June 16: Egg Harbor Road clean-up, 10 – Noon, meet at St. Martin de Porres 

Church lot 

g. Tuesday, July 17: “Sustainable Atlantic” Green Drinks, 5:30 P.M., Fred and Ethel’s, 

Smithville 

  

Meeting concluded at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

Next meeting: Monday, July 2, 2012, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall, 3
rd

 Floor Conference room, with Jerry 

Barberio presenting on recycling of Town organic waste 


