
Minutes: Hammonton Green Committee 

Regular Monthly Meeting  

May 7, 2012 

Hammonton Town Hall 

• Attendees: 

  GC Members: Susan Coan, Rebecca French-Mesch, Amy Menzel, Dan Bachalis 

  Friends of the Green Committee: Barbara Neary 

  Other Guests: None 

1. Approval of April 2012 minutes – Approved as amended. Minutes to be posted on HGC 

 website 

2. Old Business/Project reports: 

a. Egg Harbor Road clean-up – Amy and Dan completed the final 2011-2012 Clean 

Communities clean-up on Sunday, April 14. They collected 1 ½ bags of recyclables 

and 1 ½ bags of trash, as well as two large auto parts in about 3 hours. We 

discussed whether we could request “No Littering” signs for the road. Dan 

submitted the required final report to ACUA, and provided pictures of this clean-

up and the Lake clean-up in March. This makes us eligible for a $200 mini-grant, 

which we will receive at the Clean Communities dinner on June 6. We also set a 

date for the first clean-up for the new season: Saturday, June 16 from 10 a.m. till 

noon. 

b. Rain gardens: Rebecca indicated that she wants to review topographical GIS data 

to determine areas around town where new rain gardens might be most suitable, 

including those prone to flooding as well as where we might prevent pollution of 

waterways. She also alerted us to the “Section 319” grant program from NJDEP; 

Dan requested she provide additional information on the program. Dan reported 

that the Mayor had suggested we explore the possibility of installing a rain garden 

in the area of Blueberry Ridge, given its history of flooding over the past few years; 

we’ll set up a date to review the problem on-site. 

c. Community Wildlife Habitat initiative – May 12 is the next Green Living Series 

session devoted to this topic. Dan will reach out to the school board for a 

presentation soliciting the school system’s participation. We need to begin 

reaching out to Town groups more assertively, so that we spread the message. 

d. Green Business Tour: Dan will contact Frank Galloway at NJM to schedule an early 

week-morning tour of their facility this month. Ideas for future tours included Sooy 

School, the Town’s Water Treatment plant, and downtown businesses. 

e. Plastic Bag reduction – We discussed collaboration with Shop-Rite on signing 

people onto our Green Challenge, including giving out “coupons” for reduced price 



on their reusable bags when we do a pledge sign-up outside the store. We 

discussed trying to do a sign-up some time May 20 to May 26. 

f. Green Living Series workshops - May 12 is a workshop on the Community Wildlife 

habitat project, titled Creating Wildlife Habitat. June’s topic is Water Conservation; 

we’ll need to firm up the content and personnel for the session. 

g. Eye-Opening Film and Lecture Series – May 17 is “Bag It” with the NJ Surfrider 

Foundation. October may be one of two films on the media stereotypes of girls 

and women, entitled “Killing Me Softly” or “Miss Representation”.  

h. Green Day 2012 - A reminder that a “GD5” planning meeting is Thursday, May 10 

at 7:30 at Dan’s and Barbara’s house. 

3. New Business 

a. Rebecca raised the issue of Hammonton Lake’s water quality and swimming. She 

noted that NJDEP has a “Section 319” grant program that may be useful in 

addressing water quality problems in the lake. She will research and share details 

of the program with GC members. We also discussed planting trees in Hammonton 

Lake Park, but noted that we must first obtain permission from the Town, and 

coordinate any planting initiative with the Parks Department, as this is Town 

property. 

b. Green Media Group – Dan suggested we hold another session of this informal film-

discussion group. Possible films are “Gasland”, “Cry of the Marsh” and its follow-

up film, and a film dealing with the Pebble Mine in Alaska. 

c. Sustainable Jersey Small Grant Program – We discussed possible ideas for this 

program. Dan will draw up a plan for increased activity with both Hammonton and 

St. Joseph’s schools. 

d. Website – We have a new website: www.hammontongreencommittee.com. Sara 

Rooney is the primary administrator, and is doing a remarkable job. We will 

schedule a work session in the near future to discuss additional content for the 

site.  

e. Hammonton H.S. Green Earth Club advisor stipend – We will try to use the 

Sustainable Jersey grant program to secure additional continuing funding for this. 

4. Upcoming events 

a. Tuesday, May 8: Hammonton Lake Water Quality Advisory Committee, 7:30 P.M., 

Town Council Chambers 

b. Wednesday, May 9: Hammonton Environmental Commission, 7:30 P.M., Town 

Council Chambers 

c. Thursday, May 10, Green Day V planning, 115 Batchelor Lane, 7:00 p.m. 

d. Saturday, May 12: Green Living Series workshop: “Wildlife Habitats”, Noon till 2 

P.M., Hammonton branch, Atlantic County Library 

http://www.hammontongreencommittee.com/


e. Thursday, May 17, 7:00 p.pm: Third Thursday, and Eye-Opening Film and Lecture 

Series screening of “Bag It” and presentation by Jeff Hoffberger, Co-Chair, Surfrider 

Foundation, South Jersey Chapter 

f. Thursday, May 31, 6:30 p.m.: Sustainable Cherry Hill program on rain gardens 

g. Saturday, June 16, 10 a.m.: Egg Harbor Road clean-up 

 

Next meeting: Monday, June 4, 2012, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall, 3rd Floor Conference room 


